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KARL PHILIPS  

BORN		 	 1984, Hasselt, Belgium 

RESIDENCE		 Hasselt 

EDUCATION	 Master Visual Arts, PXL, Hasselt 

INTRODUCTION 

From 2011 onwards, Belgian artist Karl Philips has been developing a growing 
international artistic practice using a wide variety of  media.   This vast body of  
work (containing drawing , sculpture, scenography, architectural interventions, vi-
deo, performance etc.)   stems from investigating places where public and private 
space meet. 

Philips’s artworks seem to be constructed as conceptual antitheses to societal algo-
rithms, to ways of  behaving, we often take for granted. He sheds light on the tip-
ping point between action and activism, between the psychological and the physi-
cal and between the metaphorical and the concrete. Philips often approaches the 
intersubjective as a formal language, allowing him to use, attack, rearrange or re-
think society's connective tissue in compressed shapes. 
These carefully organised "visual manifestations of  will" seem to speak of  the ar-
tists' desire to revalue common sense and also hint at Philips' dissatisfaction with 
solipsistic studio artistry. In this light, the artist's motivation for choosing a broad 
and expansive toolbox, ranging from autonomous 'pictures' to theatrical projects, 
seems most clear. 

The artist mostly collaborates with a diverse, flexible group of  professionals on a 
semi-permanent basis. Because of  their specific skills, all of  those involved play an 
important role in the development of  Karl Philips’ artistic practice. 
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‘Young Art Price’, NAK, Aachen (DE) 
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2013	 ‘Truck Stop: Karl Philips & Dennis Tyfus’, Het Paviljoen, Ghent (BE) 

	 ‘Suburban Surprise’, HotelMariaKapel, Enkhuizen (NL) 

‘Transformator', Transfo, Zwevegem (BE) 

	 ‘Shame! (Hide & Show)’, De Pianofabriek, Brussels (BE) 

 ‘Nearly 100 editions…’, LLS 387, Antwerp (BE) 

2012	 'Parallel Worlds', CIAP, Hasselt (BE) 

	 'Karl Philips in residence', Asap, Genk (BE) 

	 'Mind the systeem, find the gap', Z33, Hasselt (BE) 

	 'Scheldapenfest', Scheldapen, Antwerp (BE) 

	 'Cuesta 2012', Tielt (BE) 

	 'Batard Festival', Brussels (BE) 

	 'bksm-14' (final project)’, De Garage, Mechelen / Grimbergen (BE) 

	 'These and other works', Extra City, Antwerp (BE) 

2011	 'Open Studios', HISK, Ghent (BE) 

	 'Act Out', Onomatopee, Eindhoven (NL) 

‘ManifestAanwezig’, Kasteel Oud Rekem, Rekem (BE) 

'Kunst en Zwalm', Zwalm (BE) 

'Super Gau - De eerste dag was een ramp', Vrijthof, Maastricht (NL) 



'Now Belgium Now', LLS 387, Antwerp (BE) 

'The Visitor', HISK, Ghent (BE) 

2010	 'Feel Home', CC Strombeek, Grimbergen (BE) 

	 'Open Studios', HISK, Ghent (BE) 

	 'Flachlandfest', Berlin (DE) 

'Coup De Ville', Sint-Niklaas (BE) 

2009	 'EXIT', PHL, Hasselt (BE) 

	 'Open Structures', Z33, Hasselt (BE) 

	 'Verbeke Foundation', Izegem (BE) 

	 'Intersecting the Grey Zone', Z33, Hasselt (BE) 

	 'White Boxes', Gallerie Arte Ventuno, Genk (BE) 

2008	 'BeTekenen', kc België, Hasselt (BE) 

2007	 'Nightshop to the third', Nachtwinkel, Antwerp (BE) 

2006	 'Habitat', kc België, Hasselt (BE) 

2005	 'Ruimte te gebruiken', Z33, Hasselt (BE) 



	 	 	 MUSEUM COLLCETIONS 

Mu.ZEE (Ostend), Flemish Communit 

NAK (Aachen) 

Vanhaerents Art Collection, Brussels  
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